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Wilhelinina von Gravenitz, his brother and successor, Duke
Carl Alexander, an Austrian field-marshal (1733-37), and the
Finance Minister Joseph Siiss Oppenheimer live and move in
Lion Feuchtwanger's crowded romance called J^ & The
details of the novel have been shown to be not all accurate,
Joseph Siiss Oppenheimer's origin was not mysterious; he
was the son of a collector of taxes in the Palatinate, He was a
loyal servant of Duke Carl Alexander, and was a capable and
efficient Minister of despotism," He broke the power of the
guilds and civil officials and created absolute government,"
His trial, after Duke Carl Alexander's death, was a travesty of
justice, Siiss's private life appears to have been much like
that of the contemporary nobility, and not of the orgiastic
kind suggested in the novel,1
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